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Abstract: AER (Alignment Error Rate) is a widely used alignment quality measure. Recent study shows that the
AER score is not well correlated with the BLEU score of the final translation result. In this paper, we analyze the
possible reasons for this weak correlation in a phrase-based SMT environment. We also propose a new alignment
quality measure ESAER (Error-Sensitive Alignment Error Rate) according to different alignment errors.
Experimental result shows that ESAER gets a much higher correlation with BLEU score than AER.
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